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J\"iil**inie»its.7 4 5 el Lost snd Fonnd. (i '«'
Ami"mee emilia.. H 3 Msmaces and Deaths 5 5

Baukiiif Utilises . 7 a Mesceie-.neou*.H ll 4 5 6
Bii«e.'.«a* I'ban.-ea_ 7 e. New Publications_ 6 12
I iiainsa* Nolk-ea. 4 1 (icnaee Nttaaiuera. 7 4

Boar,' and Kiajuis. 7 « Heal Estate.72
C< partnrrsl-iin Notlra 7 6 Rooms and Fist*. 7 6
I'iiirinir Acaateniirs.. 0 2 situations Waniod... 7 5
I'lv.tnut Nntiei-*. 7 S "'pedal Notice«. 5H

iTesaniakinx. 7 4 SteamOoaU and R.B. 7 I
_

J ur* |*. in .'.tlT'a . 7 i. TracberB. 0 2
r.Tvin. in . 7 '-t'.ToWhom Concern_ 7 3
Instruction. ('. 2 Winter Resorts. 7 0
A>cturt>>,t Meetuie-B. 7 6|

Cnsmr o» Notice*.
"A1.1.ms ey Brand"

B-*talways_Vttnunnnn muk.

Holiday Gifts.
Aterreat varletv of Hue Me ar*, hanni ripes aral Claar-Hnldejs,

a'-'Ofttine asaoitroeut of Amber Gooils al*..«>¦* on hund. (J,
"st..m. "547 Uioouie-st (Occidental Hotel).

Siiavnea Perfect-Fitting Sealskin dacqiie*-,
tJJI'O, $17'*, t'lBl, $ ..,5.»-,'M).

hliun.e- sealskin Paletots, Ulsters an'l IKilnJAna,
»-.'*, t- .», s-i; aiisi. aa io, up.
(abayue's tataalskin e.spa and Gloves,

BIO, 812,814 aiel V
Miavne's Oenulne Ut tr Sin que*, 12 0 an 1 SHOO.
t-li'ayne'a Ott.i Dolnana. $|ese. ir.'Hi nml I7..0.
shayne's Fastit-uiable Fnr-Llnod O amien ta.

Mliik-l.-.nitl Circulars, tS\ $lesi, fl '.;, I1..0.
CC. siiAiNK, Manufacturer,* 10*1 ITlnre-su

Il.IBUNE TERMS IO MAIL SUBtCRIttKRS.
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NEW-YORK, TUESDAY. DEC. ll.

I

THE BEWS THIS MORNING.

FoRF.ir.x..Tho Tonqnin Credits bill was adopted
yesterday in tbo Chamber of DcpntieJs.-Nine
persons in Sligo pleaded iruilty of conspiracy to
murder... The trial of four larsons for con¬

spiracy to kill William Smith, of Barbavilla, waa

bcRiiu.:-- Orders have been sent to Suakiru to

make no military* movement until the arrival of
Baker Pacha. -.. The poet Tennyson has been
made a Baron.
CoxGitK.-sS..In the Senate the Standing and

other committees of thet body were appointed ;

billa were Introduced, to provide for coinae^e at the
Denver mint; to increase the salaries of Army
chaplains ; for the relief of the State of New-York ;
to regulate elections for Representatives in Con¬
greaa; to regulate promotions in the Army; author¬
ing the construction of a buildiug for the Library
of Congreaa,-In the House bills were intro¬
duced, declaring forfeited certain land granta to
railroads ; appropriating $6,000,000 for Mississippi
River improvement**:; granting pensions to sur¬

vivors of the Mexican War; for the organization
ol the Territory of Alaska ; to establish a Bureau
of Commerce and Navigation; to incorporate the
Maritime Canal Couipauy of Nicaragua; to regu¬
late railroad traffic ; to establish a Court of Ap¬
peals "Jto establish a uniform system of bank¬
ruptcy ; to create the postal telegraph of the
United States, bssss A resolution was adopted
bringing the case of Patrick O'Donnell to the at¬
tention of the President.
Domestic.A son of Dr. 8. Johnson, of Ocean

Grove, N. J., swallowed aconite by mistake on Sun¬
day and his life was saved with difficulty.-
During a conflict at a political meeting at Green¬
ville, in Mississippi, on Saturday night three col¬
ored men were shot, one being killed, and one white
man waa injured, a Ex-Lioutenant-Oovernor
Averill, of Connecticut, died at Danbury, Conn.,
on Sunday night. == It ia feared that four fish¬
ing vessels of Gloucester, Mass., have beeu lost at
.ea. rrrrrr: The ateam hame Enterprise sank on

Leake Huron yesterday and seven lives were lost.
City axi» Suburban.-Tm* Tribunes disclos¬

ures of frauds iu street contracts caused much
excitement in the municipal departments aud else¬
where yesterday. Commissioner Thompson made
an attempt to reply, fsssss District-Attorney Peok-
ham sent his resignation to the Governor ou

Sunday, and yesterday Peter B. Olney waa ap¬
pointed to succeed him. - The opening address
for the defence in the Feuardent-di Cesuola suit
iras made by Albert Stickney; General di Cesuola
began his testimony.:. ..- The trial of Policeman
Conroy was continued. = ..*.= Two applications
were made for the transfer of unexpended balances.
- Mr. Morosini failed to produce the books of
Connor dc Co.-: The trial of Amadee Bigot for
mnrder wasbegun.-The funeral of Colonel
Michael W. Burna took place.-: Gold value of
the legal-tender ailver dollar (4121. grains), 85.39
sente. ., Stocks were active only in spots;
jenerally they were lower, aud closed dull, with
lome recoveries.
Tbe Weather..Tribune local observations in¬

dicate that colder and clear or fair weather may
be expected to-day in this city and vicinity. Tem¬
perature yesterday : Highest, 46°; lowest. 33" ;

aveiage, 39V-

Maror friends complain that they were unable
to secure copies of Sunday's nnd Monday'*
Tribune at their rei/ular news-stands. If the
complaint* should continue to-day we shall be
greatly obliged for the parttndan in every c-ase.
The newsdealers, we kuow, latani lo supply
the demand, but thc sudden rush for the ex¬

posures of the unbalanced bid fraud., in tlie City
Government exhausted their lilecial supplies.

e

Life insurance companies wisely disliko try¬
ing to avoid the payment of a policy on the
death of the policy-holder. It hurts their busi¬
ness ; for men do not want to leave a lawsuit to
their families when thej die. But when fraud
is as apparent as it seems to bo in t-ao Fall Uiver
(Bases just reiKirted, the companies owe it to
their honest patrons to sift the matter to the
bottom and secure the punishment of the ras¬
cals. It la not likely tiiat the swindlers in Full
River went bo far ne to poison anybody to get
bia insurance, or even ho far aa to arrange a

bogue funeral; but unless all signs fail they
have I'neured a number of broken-down crea¬

torja whoae speedy death waa left for the rum-
.ellers to bring about* Thia must mean per¬
jury ; it ought to mean State Prison also.

e --

M. Perry, the agile Prime Minister of Prance,
.merged yesterday In the Chamber of Deputies
In abrand-new attitudein relation to the Tonqui u
ftffitir. Tbe Hepublio,* he aaid, went'to Tonqnin
merely to obtain security for French Cochiu-
China, Thia ia, indeed, a new idea. He Besertod,
Ito, that the ooloniai polk/ of the Republic

is conservative and not rapacious. This statement
is not strictly in harmony with M. Ferry s re-

t eit significant declaration to these same Depu¬
ties, that u it is necessary to think for the future

position of the sous of honest Frenchmen.''
Then he begged the whole question by remark¬
ing that the Republican Government of France
was not responsible for the movement anyway,
because Adiuiral Montaignac pointed out the
necessity of it in 1875. It ia a little difficult to

keep track of M. Ferry iu all his ways' they
are so devious and clonked that merely to

enumerate them makes the enumerator seem

captious.
Mr. Peckham's resignation of the office of

District-Attorney, to which he was so recently
appointed, is a cause for deep regret. Hut
there seems to bc no help tor it, since Mr.
Peckham's delicate health could not bear the
strain, lie says truly that it is not mere rou¬

tine work which is ilcnianded of the District-
Attorney nt present, but work of the severest
kind. The condition of the City Government
just now is such that there is great need of a

District-Attorney whose very name is a terror

to evildoers. Mr. Peckham was that kind of a

man, and we are sorry to have bim go. In
selecting Mr. Peter B. Olney as his successor,
the Governor has made an excellent choice,
although Mr. Olney has not lind the experience
nor made tho record of Wheeler H. Peckham.
He has the best possible chance, however, to

win distinction by an energetic performance of
bis duties as prosecuting officer. We trust he
will fulfil the high expectations which were

:ulensed when Mr. Peckham was selected.

Those persons who, merely from reading the
testimony for the plaintiff* in the Feuardent-Di
Cesuola trial, have leached tho conclusion that
the Director of the Museum of Art and
tho Trustees Taro swindlers and perjurers,
will now have a chance to revise and
suspend their judgments. The di -fence
defence in this case was opened yesterday ley an
iuldres8 from Mr. Albert Stickney, n largo
part of which is printed elsewhere in this im¬

pression. Mr, Stickney pointed out that the
plaintiff has not followed up the. gross charges
which ho made in the first place, but luis kept
discreetly clear of them and has taken up a

month with testimony which does nut Im-iu* on

the main issues set forth _ thn pleadings. He
then gave the explanation whie:h the defence
has to ofter against thc charges that the statue
of the Priest luis been changed and that the
lilburn of photographs was mutilated to conceal
fraud. These and all the other points the de¬
fence expect to sustain with unimpeachable evi¬
dence. It will be just aa well, therefore, for
the public to wait a little before adopting lin¬
oel ef finally that fJcneral tli Cesuola and thc
Museum Trustees MEE capable of the fruin! .niel
stupidity imputed to them by Mi. Feuardciit
and his .supporters.

COMhUSSIOSEB THOMPSON'S RETRY.
It is not probable that any reader of The

Ti'iBL'NK expected thftta Kitisfacteery explana¬
tion could bc made of the frauds that we have
exposed in city contracts. The fae ta anel figure*
taken directly from the records of the Finance
Department sjH-ak for themselves. They show
that through the results of a system of fal-c es¬

timates and unbalanced bids the taxpayers of
this city have been Uee(cd to the extent of mill¬
ions of dollars. Hence there will be no surprise
that Mr, Thompson's attempt at defence is so

lame and feeble. Ile asserts that he acted within
the letter of the law. As yet Tn Tm nt Mi¬

bus not disputed that. It is just because he sue.

cecds in inflicting so serious injury upon the eily
hythe betrayal of his trust, while scheming to
keep out oft he shadow of he State Prison, that
lie is so dangerous a man lu one of the
most important offices in the municipal govern
ment. lt is his sworn duty to protect tin* in
terests of the city. Tnr. Tumi nk has .shown
how skilfully he has betrayed tho interests
of the city under what he trusts is tha cover of
law.
"The sol., charge presented," Mr. Theiiiip-uii

says in a light and aggy way, * it lhat in sunn.

u cases the Department has accepted unbalance el
"bids." And then expanding on the subject to
a reporterhe adds : u Mundie elsufiniitiuct- have,
"been awarded, and .""for 'regulating, lirr.-xling,
uetc. only live have been on unbalanceel liida."
That is simply an impudent untruth. We have
already shown that seventeen contracts, in this
particular branch of street work, were let] on
unbalanced bids; and we can assure Mr.
Thompson that we have not exhausted the sub¬
ject. Ile confesses that he let one extremely
bad contract on an unbalanced bid, afterall epies-
tion of doubt as to his power to rcji e t such biels
was removed. We shall be able to show that
this in not the ouly cane of that sort.
Thero is no room for doubt about the rcspeen-

sibility for preparing false* t -.st inuit es. 'Ihat is
the corner-stone of the whole fraudulent struc¬
ture. If the estimates were concct the bidden
would all be enan even footing and the evils
of the corrupt system would disappear. No
subterfuge about bad laws will ex¬

cuse false estimates. If the engi¬
neers employed by Mr. Thompson aro not
able, after examination, to estimate as well as
the contractors do the character of the ground
covered by a street contract, then it is lime
that some of the contractors wen; employed to
do that work for the city. John Brady made
no mistake when he bid $8 for earth excava¬

tion, and one-quarter of a cent for rock. A
mistake in that case, as in any other of the
unbalanced bids, would be fatal to the contrac¬
tor. They bid on sure things. And they "ron
not civil engineers paid high juices for making
actual surveys and estimates.
We are not uvstonished that Mr. Thompson is

applying for au appropriation in order to in¬
crease the pay of his employes who make out
the estimates. Increased appropriations are,
apparently, the chief aim in his administration.
But we trust that he will not get one cent of the
money he seeks for the purpose of making " bor¬
ings." The surveyors are well paid now-

far too well paid for tbe character of the work
-they have been doing. If Mr. Thompson would
select thoroughly honest and competent men for
the service there would be no need of ap¬
propriating more money to save the city
treasury from plunder. But they might not
prove of aa much value to Mr. Thompson him¬
self as have the men who appear to have worked
so faithfully in the interest of certain contrac¬
tors.
Commissieiner Thompson doesnot ask, " What

are you going to tlo about lt t ¦ but he might as

well. It would be as pertinent to his defence
aa the figures he presents in regard to contracts
"entered into and finished.** The trouble is
that some of the worst contracts, like that
awarded to John Brady, are unfinished. The
introduction of the 190 j laving cont rads, on

which Mr. Thompson is able to show an apparent
saving of $13,722, is simply ridiculous. We
have not yet said anything about street pav in |;
but we will be able to show excessive charges
for that kind of work as well as for
regulating and grading and sewer con¬

tracts. Anil yet the most obtuse engineer
could hardly blunder on an estimate for square
yards of street paving. Hence there is uo op-

portunity for unbalanced bids In that work
which is one reason why Mr. Thompson give!
out so much of it in $999 orders, to avoid th(
statutory limitation of $1,000, above whlcl
there must be a public letting. Laying aside
the paving contracts, his showing of actua
direct loss to the city is $45,G57 on 170 con¬

tracts. We have analyzed in The Trib¬
une twelve contracra, taken from the record*
of the Finance Department, showing an excesf

of cost over the bids amounting to $154,705,
On one other contract there was an excess ol
$110,000 in cost over thc bid. And there art

numerous others of a like character. Bir,
Thompson will have to revise his figures.
But the difference between the bid and the

actual cost of a contract is only a very
small part of tho loss to the city treasury.
The great drain is in the reduction
of assessments, as we have already proved.
Mr. Thompson's whole answer is Bimply
an attempt to evade the real issue, and a feeble
one at that. Has his administration of tho

Department of Public Works resulted in gain
to the city, or in losses of the most serious sort,
for which there can bc neither apology nor

excuset The answer is plain to every one who
has read the disclosures of the. last two days in
TlIK TltllU'NK.
We postpone for a day the publication of the

figures and details concerning additional con¬

tract* which disgrace Mr. Thompson's adminis¬
tration, in order to give space to tho statements
of city officials, the opinions of taxpayers, and
tlie commeuts of tho press on The TRiniNK'.s
revelations. But we are by no means through
with tho Department of Public Works. And
there are other departments remaining to be
taken up. ______________

TO THE GRAND JURY.
One month ago a special Grand Jury was em¬

panelled in the Court of Dyer and Terinincr to

investigate the condition of the public depart¬
ments ; and in charging them, nt the beginning
Of their labors, Judge Noah Davis referred in
strong terms tv tha serious nature of the accu¬

sations and rumors which tiny hud to examine.
He remarket! with perfect truth that the subject
weighed heavily on the minds of nil thinking
people in this ceeiiiiuiinity, and that the- managi-
meiit of the financial affairs of a great city
whieh raises and disburses taxes to such a large
amount as New-York propel ly occa (ions an ex¬

treme anxiety, "There is no law, no rule of
" in orals, ju st ice ol coin ill oil se li-.e," liee'euiliiiued,
"that should prevent on lin* parl eif every pub-
ulie officer, and BOB. especially every ''rand
** Juror, the exercise of that scrutiny which will
"sec that lin* heavy burden imposed on the peo-
** pie of ibis city by its enormous luxation is not
¦ used for any purpose except those for which it
"is allowee! ley the laws eef the' land." Tin n h.
called attention to gut tain eb-pai tineiits concern¬

ing which ugly stories we ree particularly .rife.
"In ic-ped to the Department eef Public
¦ Weei ks," lie Mid, " no tuan can shu! his eves to

"the truth thal all Mffta eif runners pervade Iii.*

"public pron and an- whispered in all circles,
"that wrongs have bein perpetrated ia that
"office; that people empbeye-el lhere have been
"able to extort wrongfully aad cm raptly f*ir

"their private usc moneys that belong to tin-

"city."
The (Jiiiiul Jury to \\1ioiii th. -,* \ igorems ili-

structions were ¦ddroBaoil Ll still in fejeearioO. lt
is composed of the following geiitlemi'ii:
M KRR-fTT TOIMBLE, foreman,
HAKVI.Y B LANK, CHAIIL-H F, KKTKB,
FUANCT8 A. WYNKOOP, (IKOKOK fat PUTNAM,
MAX OVBY, JACOB A MME,
i-owi.i.i. lincoln, aaoaaa a, roiiinson,
TH0MAKC. SLOAN, JOHN J. Mni INNIS, ja,
ROlliTnT C. MVINdfaTON, W. V. IIKIIHI***,
IIKNRYN. HKRMAN, MKNKYV MKAT),
A LKKAN lt Kit HIlANl'iKl, KHANCIH A. MTOCT,
llAVIl) K NASH. MATTIIKW Ml'KKAY,
e lUUseTU'HKR WRAY, HOW IK IiAKH,

(IKOIltlK M. I.KAVKNHUTT.

Theae rcs|iectnble ciii/ens have been solemnly
warned by Jtnlge- Davis lhat tiny arc required
to investigate the reported fraud.* in the depart-
melita, and the Judge- aelel* : "If ia ymir duty
" under yeiur oaths, under the lau of tho hillel,
"to see to it that the investigation ia M theer-
"otigh, se> complete ami so seare'hing that the
" guilty shall not (scape, and that, aleove all, the
" innocent shall lu- .completely vindicated." It
is iindcrslood that some of the (irani! Jurors
have complained of aelitliculty in ire!ting precise
intelligence about tha a flairs referred to them.
Well, Tun Tkiih nt. has now given them sonne

tolerably precise information about tine plun-
dertag of UM pahlk treasury, and is prepared lo

ghi; them more ; and everybody will be curious
to see what they are peing to do almuf it. If
they dee imt give ns a " thorough, complete and
se ¦arching'' investigation, if they elo not follow
the trace of guilt from thi pillaging contractor
to the perjured official, the peeiplc will lie apt to
holli seiiiieljotly responsible.

A SHAMELESS PROCEEDING.
Kvidenlly some of the Police Justices of this

eily havo u poor opinion of their official dignity
or take extraordinary interest in violators
eef the Excise law. ll was a shameless act for
three of these Justices to ask the District-At¬
torney to sustain them as against the police in
I heir decisions iu favor of thc liquor-dealers who
have forfeited their licenses. Tho Police Jus¬
tice ia const ruo the laws, not the District At¬
torney. If they believed their decisions to bo
coned, they should use tho power of their
courts to enforco them. If thara happened lo
be a decision of a higher court whieh was ad¬
verse to their own, then it Mas their business
and duty to follow that ruling, just as it was
the police captains' duty to enfono the law as

jueiiieeiinciil by the higher court.
.Private business yearns for these Police Jus¬

tices, as it yearned for Just iee* Murray twenty
years ago. The men who violate thc Kxcise
laws hare no right to protaetloa from tho
bench, and the Judges who on aud off
lim bench, in season and out of seaseen,
witliemt rhyme or nason, persist in pro
lecting thea* will be apt to fall under the sus¬

picions which twenty years of time have', not al¬
layed in the case of Justice Murray. The inter¬
est shown ia unseemly and untimely. This
county only ten years ago had to ask the Lcgis-
liituie fo blot out the whole force of Police
Justices in order to get rid of three or four oor-
mpt ones who showed a too great interest in
liepior-dculers, gamblers ami other disreputable
characters, A Republican Senato did it in
1S73. The next Senate of thia State is Repub¬
lican.

THE REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COSVES'TIOS,
The next Republican National Convention is

ouly a few months distant. And yet to-day
lunts the important.question of the Method of
calling that body toge!her prac!itally unde¬
cided. True, at thc meeting of the National
Committee held in January last, a conclusion
was reached on this point. True uNo that if
was uot a conclusion that seemed to reflect the
judgment of the rank and file of the party, aave
as it provided for district representation, '*¦)..
agreement reached by Ihel.'oiiimitloe after along
and earliest debate was that the ('(invention of
I***-, should consist of four tlclcgatc-at-lurge
hom each State and two delegates hom each
(Jongrcsaimial district and two from each Terri¬
tory and the District ol Columbia, lu other

words, the Committee decided to retain the
present plan of representation.
The disfjatisfaction whioh resulted from thia

action of the Committee is to find expression at
its meeting which is to be held at Washington
to-morrow. Senator Frye will present a method
of representation in the National Convention
whose essential features havo already been
given in The Tribune, It proceeds upon the
theory that representation in a Republican con¬

vention ought to turn not, as now, on tho popu¬
lation of the States but on their Republican
population. Common sense and experience in¬
dorse this method. A National Convention is
not a convention that assumes to represent all
the people of the Nation, lt represents only
the Republicans of the Nation, and such non-

euiunerated voters as may bc in sympathy with
the general policy of the Republican party. Mr.
Frye's plan is to be commended on the ground
that it would necessarily render tho National
Convention moro truly representative of the
wishes of those for whom it stands.
The ono great danger that menaces the

coming Convention.a menace that has threat-
eneel to prove fatal to the highest usefulness of
some of its predecessors.is that a combination
of districts in which there ls no Republican
strength to sjieak of maybe able to force the
nomination of a candidate for the Presidency
who is not tho choice of tho States who will be
depended on to elect him, or of the great body
of tbe party. The Frye plan would prove fatal
to this. No valid reason can lie urged against
it. It disfranchises nobody, it is unjust to no¬

body. It is good Republican doctrine that one
Republican is as good as another Republican,
but not as good as ton others. Under the sys¬
tem of representation which it Ls proposed to
supersede, one man in one section is raatle equal
to hundreds in another, and tho States that will
not give the ticket au electoral vote may never¬

theless*) absolutely control its nomination.
It is a good time to reform this evil. If lt is

allowed tei continue it is certain to play the
party a bad trick some day.

WHAT IS A "GOOD'' t:iiSTRACTORt
One of the defences urged in behalf of Com¬

missioner Thompson is that swindling by un¬

balanced bids is impossible because "a good
"contractor can estimate his street as well as the
'oflicial iu tine department." This is a light
and airy defence fora man like Mr, Thomp¬
son to toss or!'.

\\ lien Mr. John Blady biel a quarter eif a cent
a yard for rock excavation, mid ^H a yard for
cart li excavation, with the eui iou.- result that
eeii a contract calling for a total payment of
$15,676 he ha.-thus far earned over %l>0,000
and is still at work, ha must have felt that a
¦ good " contractor could cstiinale his street a

deal latter than the oflicial in the department.

DISASTERS IN EDIFT,
Tha Eg*fptiaa troopehave met arith another

disaster in lim Soudan. The garrison of Sua¬
kim, the port on the Bad Sea which is the
narnia! baan of suppliers ami reinforcements re¬

quired for military operations in the upper Nile
country, fueling itself surroiindeel with hostile
bands of hill-men, planned a sortie .villi seven

hundred men. Thia column was aitneked a

¦hoti distance fruin the town, and after u'sttib-
born fight was cut to piece*, bare ly fifty men

. .-I ii|iing. The victorious hill-iinii are not fol¬
lowers of (he False Pi ophel. Ills fanatical
horde has not yet reached the White Nile, but
ls still concentrated mtar Obeld. about TOO
miles in an airline from Suakim, or not less
thau a thousand miles by camel's track across

tht desert. The hill-men near thc sea have ne¬

lls lied against Kgyptian authority on their own
account, repulsing sovcral attacks of the
soldiery and killing a British i'oimiiI. They
have no direct connection with the False
Prophet's movement, altboafffa fanaticism

spit ml* like a llame in thc dry tinder ot a Ma¬
hmud in population. Iii* MOCeBBBa1 may havo
captivated ..their imagination j .dei vishes may
have lu en preaching among them a hedy war J
but th.-y have not formally enlisted under his
banner. Their own triumph will render them
implacable fo.s of tliss Kgyptian (.ovcrumcut,
und will not only endanger tha position af the
garrison at Suakim, now reduced tte 1,000 men,
Imt will pr< vent tie.* opening af tha road from
the sea to Barbe* DB tha Nile", anti the aubse-
ipieiit relief of Khartoum, if the* False Prophet
Ventures to besiege* lt.
This second disastrous defeat illustrates anew

the Inelliciency and weakness of tho Kgyptian
Ireatps. The hincks engaged in this action were

coiisielered tho flower of thee army. If this
picked force could not resist the onset of an

ill-organized rabble, little ilcpciidcnce can lee
plaice! upein tho reinforcements which Bahai
1'nelia is now conducting to Suakinl. Tho
Kgyptian soldiers cither will not or cannot light.
Thal thee ngiiiieiit.s commanded by Hicks Pacha
should have been vanquished in tho desert threo
hundred miles from their base of supplies was

not surprising. That force was recruited
mainly .from the rebellious army which had
been stampeded at Tcl-el-Kcbir. The disband¬
ment eif iVrabi's foreo was suddenly Interrupted,
and the rank and file, demoralized by de leaf,
were shipped to tim Soudan aa disgraced pris¬
oners of war. Hastily armed, commanded by
officers whom they disliked, and dragged
against their will into a campaign iu tho desert
under every disudvantage of positieen, they were

led intee battle* only ta bo butchered. | Their de¬
feat was toievltablo under tha cirounistances.
Hut the tattle from Suakim J.was conducted by a

better class of troops. Although outnumbered
by their foes, they had only been inarching
thiee hours, had quitted comfortable garrison
quarters where they had .been well supplied
witli provisions, ami had the advantage-.-, of su-

perieer discipline anel organization on the-ir side ;

aud yet they too were defeated .inti massacred.
Than is me fighting material in the Kgyptian
army, whether Arabi's or Valentine Haker's,
the old rebellious rabble or the inexperienced
gt nilariiierie. In an emergency it is powerless
und helpless.
The Khedive cauneit held thc Soudan or rea

gain Kardofan wifhoiit assistance?? Ho is
mainly responsible for a disastrous campaign
undertaken against the advice of Lend DutVeriu,
sir Kvelyn Baringa aad area of Hicks Paehe
himsclf. Hee was unwilling to renounce his lie-
tit ieeiis authority over the African Knipire con¬

quered for his predecessors on the throne by Sir
Sa lintel Uiike-r und Colonel ('onion. Tho Brit¬
ish Government is not direcfly responsible for
the blnntlf rs and disasters of Obeid and Suakim,
but it cannot avoid tine consequences of the
Khedive's rash advent mes and visionary
schemes of conquest. It must either support
him in the Soudan or cut oft' from Kgypt an em¬

pire as large as india ; and win (her it indulges
his ambition or dwarfs and paralyzes his
authority, it must guirison his territories per¬
manently.

HIE PORT JERI IS EI'IDIMIC.
The Stale Koani of Health, adopting Till

Tmni'\*k's suggestion, has ordered it scientific
Investigation of thn outbreak of typhoid fever
in Port Jervis. The report of the expert has
mit lu en made public, but the abstract of it fur-
nislieel in yesterday's issue fully corroborates
the vic".*, a ex preened in thone columns. The dbi-

I ease has been found mainly in housee supplied

with mJlkfrom a Bingle dalry-fani1, and whi
certain districts of tba town are Inanunsan
tary condition the caaea are not confined to thoi
quarters, but are distributed so generally as < 1
indicate a general cause independent of loot
drainage or water supply. The expert appal
ently is convinced that the disease is attribuf
able to fever germs contained in the milk fm
ni shed from one dairy-farm. It will be intel
esting to learn whether he found anythln
amiss In the sanitary condition of the dairy
farm itself.
This outbreak of typhoid fever bears a re

markabie resemblance, as we have alread;
pointed out, to the prevalence of tho samo dis
ease in St. Pancras, Loudon. In that instanc
tho local water-supply and drainage were no

at fault, and there was conclusive evidence tha
tho fever poison waa carried from house fc
house in the milk-can. At the dairy-farm
well was found to be a short distance from
cess-pool, a tree standing between them an<

affording by its roots special facilities for iniii
iration. The Orange County physician who ha
recently given our readers tho benefit of hi
pcrsonid observations regarding barn-yan
wells luis lent color to tho suspicion that some

glaring defect of this sort may be disclosed ii
the suspected dairy-farm near Port Jervis
The sanitary science of the day does not presen
any question t hat is more interesting and im
polia nf than 1 hat of farm d ral migo as the di rec
cause of disease communicated by milk.

Think of Mr. Hubert O. Thompson accepting bide
for earth and rook excavation on tho now aque
duet I It would be a great day for the Co-antj
1 leiiKx-racy when the elana of Slattery, Gallagher
Brady, McKim. Finn. Kane, Reilly and O'Orady got
their contracts for blasting rock on that big job at
1 cent a onbic yard aud shovelling dirt at a dollar i
shovel. But Mr. Thompson's ohaaoe ia gone.
The time waa when Sir Charles Wentworth Dilke

waa the leader of a forlorn hope of English repub¬
licanism, speaking and voting against the princely
incomes of members of the Royal household, aud in¬
curring the hatred and contempt of London society
as a demagogue and an outcast. Now he is a mem¬
ber of tho Cu lei en!, who receives special invitatione
to Windsor Castle to confer with the Queen in re¬

lation to the needs of tho London poor and the ex¬

pediency of introducing special measures for effect¬
ing the clearance of tho worst districts and the
introduction of sanitary reforms on a large scale.
Sir Charles Dilke has become* a practical statesman,
discerning what is possible antler the present social
conditions in Eugland, and discriminating between
lhat and what is apparently only chimerical. At
tho same time ho has romuinod a sincere Radical,
efe'voting bis energies to the advancement of English
democracy and leaving another generation to dream
of English republicanism.

Tfi-jilel'Mis Stevens ism-elited wilh speaking of a

eeriaiie religious denomination as standing for ¦ tlie
\ario!eiiil nf religion," Tariff reform tis now hoing
ciieri'rtic.'illy promulgated might, well bo called tho
vurioioiel of free tanda
The London Time* made the ono hundredth Evacu¬

ation Day the text for a most adtnirnble anti gen¬
erous tirticlo on the destiny of the United States.
After ringing the changes on the familiar jangle of
the economic progress, debt-paying capacity and
general prospority of tho couutry, it conceded that
the century-old Repubfio is giving every imlication
nf a future as remarkable in tho region of morals
and of ideas as in the material rogiou. It considers
lt vain to deny thai literature ia beginning to take
character of ita own, that in art Americans are

showing, if nut lnelependonce, at least an extraor¬
dinary facility which may lead thom to bettor
thin" before loin*; and tbat tho koon intellect of
the eountry ia turning with eagerness, not unin¬
formed with criticism, toward tbe best the UtsaMEE
world ran give it. This is a sort of praise which
Americana seldom receive abroad. Their wealth,
enterprise and resources are universally acknowl¬
edged at among the marvels of national progress,
but a sneer generally goea with the praise, their
civilization hoing languidly condemned as merce¬

nary and sordid. The intellectual aud moral prog¬
ress of the American peoplo seldom obtains recog¬
nition in Eureipo.

_

Knr the reasonable compensation of £.'10,000 a

New Smith YV'aloa gentleman promises to di*cl'>.* f.i

the N.'w Shakespeare .Society the name of "tin;
well-known historical character" that wrote thr
plays of Shakespeare. Perhaps if,tho society would
consent to make it £.10,000, ho wieiild explain
whether Hamlet's inndiioss was real or assumed,
elruw a map showing the true route to thc North
Pole, reveal tho secret of the authorship of the Saxe
Hoi. Ptothnt, mention tbe only trustworthy cure

for a cold, anil give a deeWoB BB to tba authorship
of tho *. Bread WJaaafB* In any event, it is tee be
hoped thot our New South Wales friend will take
care nf himself. A really able reader of riddles Ls a

handy mun for tho world to have iiroiuul.
How often wo complain of our Government with¬

out reason! Great. Britain has a territory of
121,ODO square miles to guard and watch j the
United States 3,000.000 square miles. To collect
tho internal revenue over those aroas, Groat Britain
einpleiys .">,!>('>.*» officials and other persons, at a coat
of ufmnt $10,000,000 yoarly. We employ, to watch
a territory thirty times as large, only4,9t>8 persons,
nm! tho total cost of collecting the internal revenue

is $.",11.1,73.1. For tins current year the number of
persons employed will bo still smaller and the ex¬

penses loss. To watch ita little coast line and col¬
lect duties on Imports, Great Britain employs 5,223
officials and othor persona, and the coat of collect:on
ls about $5,000,000. To watch a coast-line many
times os long, our Government spends in collection
of customs only $fl,*H)0,000. We collect $214,700.-
000 from customs, at a cost, of about 3 cents for
every dollar collected; Groat Britain collects
$ps,300,000 from customs, at a cost of aleout 5
cents for every dollar collected. We collect $144.-
700,000 tetanal revenue, at a cost of only 3.5 cents
on the dollar, though tho territeiry to be guarded is
thirty times that of Groat Britain, but the British
talana* pmaaa is $207,3."JO,ooo, collected at a

cost of 3.7 centa on the dollar. Perhaps it would
be as well not to abuse our own administration of
affairs so often.

PERSONAL.

Mrs. Louise Chandler Moulton will probably re
tum to this country next week.
The* Roquet te gold medal awarded to Lieutenant

Schwatka by the Geographical Society of Paris hos
been forwarded to him at Vancouver. It is a com¬

panion to those awarded by the same society to
Kano, Hayes and Hall lor their explorations.
Mr. Burnett, who waa Mr. Teller's private secre¬

tary when that gentleman was in the Senate, relates
to a Cleveland Gerald reporter what ho declares to
havo been the exact circumstanced of his patron's
appointment to a Cabinet ofUoo. Senator Teller had
been strongly urging the appointment of ex-Senator
I'linil.-f, asking it of the President as a matter of
political policy and as a personal favor to himself,
when one day the Preaideut sent for him and said
thal he had decided that he could not invite Mr.
Chaffe.- into his Cabinet, " but," he added, as Mr.
Teller, flushed and piqued, rose to depart, " I have
also de nilled that unless Hoary M. Teller accepts
my appointment as bocretary of the Interior, that
oin oe will remain vacant during my entire Presi¬
dential tenn." In vain Mr. Teller protested that he
couldnot accept the placo he had sought for auotheri
" I will see that Mr. ChatTee and hie friends under¬
stand Juna position," said the President. "Hut,"
said Mr. Teller, " I am heartily opposed to you on
the silver epiestlon. on the Indian question and on
tin* land question. " That is just one reason why 1
insist on having you in my Cabinet."
Pay Director John 8. Cunningham, of the Navy,

hus boen detached as inspector of provisions and
clothing at tue Navy Yard, and ordered to settle ac¬

counts, having been relieved by Pay Inspector Am¬
brose J. Clark. Pay Director Cunningham wan

boru in Sout fl Carol tua, December 23, 1k21. Iiu
waa appointed pulser in the Navy on Match 18,
1 If7i and wm promoted to the aeveral gradea until
he received bia commission as pay director,.thu
highest raak iu the corps exceptlna ik»t oiaiur.

maater-general.-on October 14,1871. Hia presaAarank ia that of naptain j he stands No. 3 lu tl io! IJof offlcera In the pay corps, and is the oldest offl_.
on the -kctive list in that corps. He was one of tbafour candidates for paymaster-general when Pixy Iq.Etor Joseph A. Smith, seventeen numbers belowcarried off the honors. He will be placed on-stired list on the 23d of thia month, when hewill be sixty-two years of age. Of bia twenty-air
years and niue mouthe' atrvice he haa been «___
yeara and fl re months at sea. fourteen yeera and elnamonth on other duty, and the rest of the time un.employed.
The Eev. eQeorge Washington Notley, who died

last week at Ashland, Va., age eighty yean, had
performed fifty-eight yeaiV active servioe in the
Methodist ministry. He it was who led a charge of
the Confederate troops In the battle at Brook
Church, near Richmond. In the midst of the fight,
as the story it? told iu " Soldier Life iu the Army of
Northern Virginia,*' a voice was beard, shouting
"Whore's my boyf I'm lookiug for my boy.*'
Soon the owner of the voice appeared.tal), slim,
aged, with silver-gray hair, dreased in a full suit of
broadcloth. A tall silk hat and a clerical collar
and cravat completed his attire. His voice, familiar
to the people of Virginia, waa deep and powerful.
As he continued to shout the men replied, '.(,*>
back, ofd gentleman : you'll get hurt here; go back,
go back !" " No, no," said he; "I can go anywhere
my boy has to go, and the Lord ia here, i want to
see my boy, and I will eeo him*" Then the order
" Forward r was given, and tlie meu made once
more for the enemy. The old gentleman, his beaver
in one hand, a big stick in the other, his long hair
living, shouting, "Come on. boys!" disappeared in
tne depths of the woods, well in front.
Wasuim.I'.n, Dec. 10..General Richard D.

Cutts, of the Coast Survey, ia lying dangerously ill
at his residence in Washington, from an attack of
paralysis.
Rio dk Jan'kiro, Dee. 10..The Emperor of Brazil

has created Sir Salvador de Mendonca, Brazilian
Consul-General in the United States for the last
eight years, a Knight Commander of the Imperial
Order of the Rose.
Chicago, Doc. 10..George C. Cochran, for many

years chief aasociate editor of The lAiuitville Courier.
Journal, and O. C. Mathews, city editor of Ihe In-
dianapolit Newe, have arrived here to assume
editorial positions on The t urrtnt, which will appear
in this city ou December 22.
Washinjjto**, Dec. 10..In the absence of Secre¬

tary Folger and Assistant Secretary French, Assist¬
ant Secretary New is acting as Secretary of the
Treasury. Secretary Folger is suffering from an
attack of biliousness, and his physician has advised
him to rest aud remain away from the office for a
few days. Judge French is suffering from a alight
attack of rheumatism.

TALKS ABOUT TOWN.

THE CAPTAINS AND THK JUSTICE.
Captain Garland, Ilroadieay firuatl..l don't helluva

Juatiee Murray will get any peace until he proves lill
charge agaiust the Police ('uptainei or bucket si|uni ly
tit.wu on what he hus sold. It waa a gratttltoua caluniuj'.
It certainly doesn't apply to ali;thr ('aptulna and he doesn't
l*i *i. .ml lt docs. If lt ia true of any oue or mon* of them
then lt U Jii-it*'*' Murray's duty to inukc specific charge*.
I own a little h.mae, worth mew prohuhly ten thousand
dollars, hut that is ubout all the property I can Shem
after years of service at a salary above the average of
men iu this city. Thero ls one explanation for MUMS nt
the force which is not generally understood. Police
officials very often get their luort-huudlso, iau(>h ns eloth-
1111?, groceries and tho like, at cost price*. Marchoiite
Insist on charging them lea* because they wish to lie oa
good terms with the force, on whom they tleia-inl for
protection of their stores. How ls thc poUcemau to avoid
such gratuities! Some undoubtedly net many presents
ns well, but their position induces many mrrcha ii tel to
favor tip-in ni purchasing all they can without ottcudiug
thi-a-t,

JIMMIE BARRETTS PLAY.
Ex-Judge Diltenhoefer..l have read Judge Barrett'a

play which Mr. Wi.llaek ls to produce neit week. It dora
nut treat sf the divorce i|m-atioii except Incidentally.
The story ls a pretty though not a particularly new ono.

lae Mr.'.Vallack, pale and weak, ei*os*od the lobby.)
Yea; Mr. Wullock _B had a serious time of lt. Ile lias
beeu a very sick man.

TIIE -CROWN PRINCE OF TETAB."
Colonel Tkoma* Otkiltree..Wo; they didn't call 'ii..- tho

Crown Prince of Texas oa the other side, Imt they treated
nie aa though I was. I am not responsible for the err* .it
Influx of English nobleman and capitalists rn my ft,ita,
but I would like to lutlui'iico more of them to come there.

NO DErENCE POR O'DONNELL.
Dittrlet Attorney Catlin...They havo mode short shrift

of O'Donnell In England, have n't they! I never saw a

defenoe so weak aud puerile. Aud what there waa of lt
waa evidently fabricated. But if they Invented auy tos-

tiiuony at all. I wonder they did not ¦ go the whole hog,"
What Milo clileneo contradictory of yoting Carey they
did get lu ..lily tT.-.it.-.l thu iinprv.saluu that thc-.-.iii evt
for ol). iuut.U waa lj lng. and that hurt the pri-on. «

much as anything else. It evidently deprived him of any
sympathy which might have previously existed lint
really there was no defence of thc murder, except that
thc I ic'lia was an lntorujer.

PROFESSIONAL CRITICISMS OF "STORM ¦110."
Steele Mnekoye, dramatist (To mage Mauager K. L.

Tiltou)..Why do you allow Miss Ellsler to reiuuln eto

quiet away up tho stage wheu Rankin, her lover, rvturiis
from thc i1.mi1 I And tho last act is played too -low.
Most of the people tu the cast move about as ii tMMJ
thought they wore in church with creaking boots on.

The play is on effective one, hut there ls too much talk
about praying and too many prayers. The average ls two
to an net, I belie, e.

Augustin R Cazaura'i, adapter.-I never had seiche
clumsy piece to work with before. In tts original form
lt was something horribly heavy. Why, Mr. Buchanan
had lila leen, aud villain shake hands aud make up on tho

iceberg, and Ho down and die together. Some of fha
situations are ridiculous enough as lt ls, but you should
have seen the original. It ls absurd to find this villain,
who betrays a girl, abandons her. tries tojlmrn up a ship
and to stab her luother in the back, coming back ami re-

poutlug lu the last aat lu the mont business-like way, but
In tho original these were about the lightest of his crimes.
I couldn't cut them all out. Nor could I wholly eliminate
the ronny religious expressions which sound blasphemous
to many. As for the two prayers which aro utteroa, they
are lu Buchanan's own language.
Literary Lady to Male Eteort (Reading from pro¬

gramme )..** The curtain will remain down only ihrea
minutes In-twecn the two scenes of the third oct." I Mip-
pose that cannot be u three minutes for refreshment*..**
No. It must bc for prayers.

GENERAL NOTES.

In tho course of n recent lecture in Ihtltiinoro
on tho subject of food and the marketa in their rel.-itii'iH
te municipal hygiene Dr. John S. Billings affirmed that
fifty-three diphtheria epidemics, seven scarlet fever
epidemics uud tacive typhoid epidemics tu Kuglaeed hud
been diruetly traced to the milk supply.
The road from San'Jo*.-, to thc aumin it of

Mount Hamilton, on which tho I.lok Observatory ls ap-
l*iiKicliinu completion.rt distance of twenty-seven mil.**
.was constructed at a cost of Ha\Ha\ and has nh cady
become (ene eef the famous drives of the State. Tin- I "id
ls so smooth, so well maintained nnd Ut such easy gi .ul'''.
Unit ii gotal span of horses attached tu a light wi».'on e.ia

easily make tue ascent lu four hours.
Bad ten has become u popular baixfaaa

leverage lu Omaha. The demand, which l.e ,-an to ba

lively early In tho autumn, has now attaiuea such prt*-
isirtions that the prohibiten folk ure perfectly di lit* lUSX
Sold a philosophical b:irkt"epcr to B reporter the other

day: ** At first we laughed at thc Idea of going tollu)
trouble of making lt, but now we laugh because we du

muko lt. Wc sell over 100 drinks per day. and aa ll j* j
liftei n-ejent drink then ls no reason why wo should ee"t
smile.I Who drinks lt, do yon snyt Why, ewe vl>od\ th*
mau about town who haa lieen out with the lana conn's
lu hore In the morning met calls roi- beef lea, thei*i-i-
nias mali cine* in tho afternoon mill braces hisayaieiu
Milli beef tea; tho tcuipemiico mail who Ulupa Iii ».(!»
a bibulous fi laud takes beef tea; and, lu fact,* every bod/
l« befouling a sleive to lt."
Several of the Hoston papers have complain''"*

of the alleged inefficiency of the dramatic couipauy en¬

gaged by Messrs. Brooks A Dickson amt Florene.' McVlfk-
er, to act with Edwin Booth. Tills company, however,
comprises several naniea tbat have long and generally
been accounted excellent- We have not seen thc temmtw
Ballon at work: but, on the face of lt, a company Includ¬
ing Eben Plympton for leading Juveniles, D. 0. Anders*.!
for old men. Owen Fawcett forecoentrlo comedy, Miss Ida
Vernon for ..heavy¦ women. John A. Laue (formerly
with McCullough, amt e_e«llei»t lu OattiH*. Iriltui, Emm
tnriut, moiler, aud other parts) for responsible mir

cellaueous bualneaa, and Mrs. Eldridge for comte wa
womcu aud obaraeter, would appear to be sufflcicucT
good. Mr. Frederick Bock ls also of Ihe troupe, and bois

Miss A file Weaver; but of these there ls nothlug to na

BHld,-«xcept that they have their admirer*. It has eons

been tho fashion to decry anti disparage Mr. ¦*ot,''u J
theatrical oompaoilea; and we reni-saiber that tnu wm
done eveu while heemplcied hklwln Adams, J. a. »{"
lack. jr.. Mark Sinllh, Lawrence Barn'tt, E. U B_*__"2
Mary Wella, lian Wailer emil Mm-Waller, Augustus fen'1".
Theodore Uamlltou, aud Mr. and alni. Robert Fat!¦«";".
If Mr. Booth at present has not a good company. w,' ,T
for some of the pieces that he preaonta. may prove u» «

the ease, the oul/ reason ta thal a good company BW M
brief aeaaoa wm not te be engaged. Uwod aoi*'» *".

jShakeaveara ara aol plauUXul auywUera.


